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FIRED/REHIRED 


A worry for 
the force: 

Officer who 
killed stays 


San Antonio cop fights 
city over dismissal for 
breaches in shooting case 


BY THERESA VARGAS 
AND KIMBRIELL KELLY 


he text message popped up 
T on San Antonio police offi- 

cer Michael Garza’s phone at 
8:05 p.m. A 27-year-old woman he 
sometimes called “my love” need- 
ed a favor. 

“Do you think you can be my 
designated driver so I don’t drink 
& drive?” 

“Wen?” Garza texted back. 

“Tonight. Drop me off around 
10:15. Then pick me up around 
1:30...& have sex after :)” 

On that night, July 26, 2012, 
Garza was a valued member of the 
police department. His superiors 
praised him as a rare talent in the 
gang unit with a gift for undercov- 
er work. Twice in his 10 years on 
the force, the 33-year-old was 
named Officer of the Year. 

Now, he is not allowed to inter- 
act with the public. 

By the end of his shift in the 
pre-dawn hours of the next day, 
the officer stood amid a grim 
scene. The woman sat in his pas- 
senger seat, bleeding from two 
gunshot wounds. Her ex-boy- 
friend lay dead feet from his front 
door, shot in the back. And Garza, 
with  blood-streaked hands, 
watched as fellow officers arrived 

GARZA CONTINUED ON A18 


States look 
to fentanyl as 
latest method 
of execution 


BY WILLIAM WAN 
AND MARK BERMAN 


The synthetic painkiller fenta- 
nyl has been the driving force 
behind the nation’s opioid epi- 
demic, killing tens of thousands 
of Americans last year in overdos- 
es. Now two states want to use the 
drug’s powerful properties for a 
new purpose: to execute prison- 
ers on death row. 

As Nevada and Nebraska push 
for the country’s first fentanyl-as- 
sisted executions, doctors and 
death penalty opponents are 
fighting those plans. They have 
warned that such an untested use 
of fentanyl could lead to painful, 
botched executions, comparing 
the use of it and other new drugs 
proposed for lethal injection to 
human experimentation. 

States are increasingly pressed 
for ways to carry out the death 
penalty because of problems ob- 
taining the drugs they long have 
used, primarily because pharma- 
ceutical companies are refusing 

EXECUTIONS CONTINUED ON A8 
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Firefighters light a backfire Saturday to try to keep flames from jumping across Santa Ana Road near Ventura, 
Calif. Officials warned that the weekend’s high winds could produce erratic fire conditions in the coastal region 


northwest of Los Angeles, which is the site of the state’s largest active wildfire. Story, A3 


Senate race tests Alabama’s image nationwide 


State, in flux, finds itself 
in rare political spotlight 


BY ROBERT COSTA 
AND MICHAEL SCHERER 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. — For many 
Alabama voters, unaccustomed 
to a competitive election and the 
national attention that has come 
with it, the bitter showdown be- 
tween Republican Roy Moore and 
Democrat Doug Jones has be- 


come something more personal 
than a race to fill an open Senate 
seat. It is now a referendum on 
the state’s identity. 

Supporters of Jones say with 
concern that a win Tuesday by the 
firebrand Moore would derail the 
state’s efforts to escape its painful 
history and rebrand as a forward- 
thinking place welcoming to For- 
tune 500 companies and a highly 
educated workforce. And they ex- 
press a nagging feeling that a 
Moore victory would be a deflat- 
ing sign that Alabama remains 
beholden to its past. 


“You travel across the country 
and you say ‘Alabama, and some- 
thing goes right across people’s 
eyes every time,” said retired ac- 
tor Jonathan Fuller, a 61-year-old 
Democrat, as he shopped at the 
Piggly Wiggly supermarket in the 
suburbs south of Birmingham. “I 
don’t want to apologize anymore 
for where I’m from because there 
is this pocket of stubbornness in 
my state.” 

Supporters of Moore, mean- 
while, see his candidacy as a con- 
duit for their rejection of the 
national media and political 


elites who they believe unfairly 
caricature their home state as a 
cultural backwater. They shrug 
off the notion that sexual miscon- 
duct allegations against Moore — 
allegations that some see as a 
fabrication by outsiders — should 
make a difference. 
“T don’t believe a word they say 
ALABAMA CONTINUED ON A6 


Senate race: Jones makes closing 
appeal to black voters in Selma. A8 


Twitter dispute: Trump calls for 
Post to fire reporter over tweet. A4 


‘Trump's 
tax VOW 
taking 

a U-turn 


FOCUS SHIFTED AWAY 
FROM MIDDLE CLASS 


GOP plan evolved into a 
windfall for the wealthy 


BY DAMIAN PALETTA 


The GOP tax plan on the cusp 
of becoming law diverges wildly 
from the promises President 
Trump and top advisers said they 
would deliver for the middle class 
— an evolution that shows how 
traditional Republican orthodoxy 
swamped ‘Trump’s distinctive 
brand of economic populism as it 
moved through Washington. 

The bill was supposed to deliv- 
er benefits predominantly to av- 
erage working families, not cor- 
porations, with a 35 percent tax 
cut Trump proposed on the cam- 
paign trail as part of the “Middle 
Class Tax Relief and Simplifica- 
tion Act.” 

“The largest tax reductions are 
for the middle class, who have 
been forgotten,’ Trump said in 
Gettysburg, Pa., on Oct. 22, 2016. 

But the final product is looking 
much different, the result of a 
partisan policymaking process 
that largely took place behind 
closed doors, faced intense pres- 
sure from corporate lobbyists and 
ultimately fell in line with GOP 
wish lists. 

As top lawmakers from the 
House and the Senate nowrush to 
complete negotiations to push 
the tax plan into law, it amounts 
to a massive corporate tax cut, 
with uneven — and temporary — 
benefits for the middle class that 
could end up increasing taxes for 
many working families in future 
years. 

All told, the plan would cut 
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Soldiers patrol a damaged building in Marawi that bears pro-Islamic State graffiti. The roots of 
the conflict there reach from the southern Philippines across Southeast Asia to the Middle East. 


Their city 


liberated, 


Filipinos still seethe 


Anger at U.S.-backed army that drove out 
insurgent group may ease way for extremists 


BY EMILY RAUHALA 


MARAWI, PHILIPPINES — More 
than six months after Filipino 
and foreign fighters claiming alle- 
giance to the Islamic State 
stormed this lakeside city, setting 
off a months-long war with 
U.S.-backed Philippine troops, 
liberated Marawi lies in ruins and 
its people seethe. 

The heart of the city has been 
bombed and burned beyond recog- 
nition, its domed mosques pierced 
by mortar fire. Homes stand roof- 
less, blackened. There are armored 
vehicles on the streets. 

Some 200,000 residents are 
still scattered across the southern 
Philippine island of Mindanao, 


living with weary relatives or in 
displacement camps thick with 
mud and worry. 

Filipinos who have been al- 
lowed to return have found their 
homes sacked and looted — safes 
open, jewelry snatched, applianc- 
es gone. 

Many people are angry at the 
men who seized their city in a 
failed bid to establish a caliphate, 
taking hostages and targeting ci- 
vilians. They are angry, too, at the 
forces that fought those men, 
namely the Philippine army and 
its backer, the United States. 

Beyond earshot of officials and 
soldiers, people wonder why the 
army was so quick to pummel 

MARAWI CONTINUED ON A16 
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